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Independent candidate charges unfair treatment in the media

To the Patch editors in Fort Hunt, Mount Vernon,
Hybla Valley, Kingstowne, and Belle Haven:

I am writing to express concerns that my campaign is being “blackballed” and deliberately
marginalized by the local media outlets.

On Wed., Oct. 19, 2011, The Mount Vernon Voice published an article reporting on the
candidate forum that was held before the Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce the
previous week. In reporting on the presentations of the three District 44 candidates, the article
limited its coverage of my campaign to only 82 words (reducing my message to a series of
incomplete thoughts and sentences), while affording 230 words to the Democrat incumbent and
an additional 225 words to the Republican challenger.

On Thurs., Oct. 20, 2011, The Mount Vernon Gazette published an article reporting on the same
forum before the chamber. In this article it was explicitly stated that I am in favor of
implementing a tax system “that would put a heavier burden on taxes charged to retail sales on
items such as milk, bread, and beer.” I can assure you that these are not my words. And the
deduction made by the Gazette is patently false. I view this as a blatant attempt to purposely
misrepresent my campaign before the voters.

On Sat., Oct. 22, 2011, The Washington Post published an article endorsing the Democrat
incumbent. The article identifies me simply as “an obscure independent candidate” (without
even mentioning me by name), and claims that my campaign has failed to offer a strong
argument for ejecting Delegate Surovell from his political seat on election day. However, by
insinuating that the wholesale abandonment of our “inalienable,” God-given rights can somehow
be offset or justified by the fact that Surovell is a politically astute lawyer, the Post offers us a
glimpse behind the mask of its own political leanings, which obviously favor an elitist
worldview.

Also at issue is the question over why the Republican’s candidacy should be considered
substantive and significant, while my candidacy is to be passed off as “obscure.” As it stands,
neither he nor I have held public office. Nor has any poll of qualified voters been conducted, so
as to attempt to gauge the true public significance of our campaigns. And yet The Post asserts
(in defiance of reason) that my candidacy is “obscure” and that somehow his is not.
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